Tigerlily Access to Bone Health Screening for
Foundation Breast Cancer Patients

While treatments provide patients with potentially life-saving options, many common breast cancer
treatments take a toll on bone health. For this reason, it is especially important for breast cancer
patients to have access to bone health and osteoporosis screening. However, for most, becoming
aware of the onset of osteoporosis occurs either by an accidental fall and breaking a bone or by
having a DXA (dual energy x-ray absorpometry) examination. This is even more true for Patients of
Color, as racial and ethnic disparities exist for screening, diagnosis, and treatment of osteoporosis
as they do for breast cancer.!

A @ DXA is the gold standard for diagnosing and treating A
¢ osteoporosis, according to the classification of World Health
“% Organization (WHO).?

. . . . These cuts have led to a decline in
Many breast cancer patients, and especially those living with . . . .
. . > testing and an increase in barriers
metastatic breast cancer may go on disability and then rely on to access osteoporosis testing. most
Medicare. Since 2007 Medicare has cut reimbursement rates by P &

. . . especially for those living in
72%. Over 1/3 of DXA office providers have stopped testing due pecially iving i
to these cuts.? underserved and/or rural areas,

widening the already existing
disparities facing Black and Brown
breast cancer patients.

W Similar to incidence with .‘
breast cancer, while Black

Americans have osteoporosis

less often than white women?,

their death rate associated
with hip fracture is

substantially higher.® Black women are half as
= ) likely as white women to Hispanic women are 34% less likely
The prevalence of osteoporosis undergo testing before a to have a DXA scan before fracture
in Mexican Americans is fracture and remain much and even less likely to have one
approximately 50% higher than less likely to undergo testing after fracture compared to
74 A\ non-Hispanic white women.® after fracture.’ non-Hispanic white women.”

Osteoporosis and Black and Brown Women

Please support H.R. 3517/S. 1943 to increase access to osteoporosis testing for

Medicare beneficiaries.
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